
 

River Place 2019 Nominees 
 

 

John Gillis 
Dr. John Gillis, Jr. is a management consultant focusing on executive leadership development, 

strategy/ board alignment, talent management, change management and organization development. He 

provides the world's leading organizations with the practical knowledge needed to improve their 

performance by focusing on the key business issues. In addition, he is co-author of the best-selling 

book, Powerhouse: 13 Teamwork Tactics That Build Excellence and Unrivaled Success. 

 

His doctoral degree is from the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education and 

Wharton Business School (dissertation on Global Leadership Development), MBA from Baylor 

University, and Bachelors from The University of Texas... Hook 'em! Giving back to the community, 

John was on the Board of Wonders & Worries, President of the PennCLO Doctoral Alumni Network, 

Scout Cub Master of Pack 435, coach of numerous youth sports teams, co-founder of "Journey to 

Manhood" and "Heart", and the founder and president of non-profit CampLIFE! - which served the 

Army's Gold Star family widows as well as The Methodist Children's Home's orphans.  

 

His wife, Lynette, is Chief Financial Officer of Concordia University. Their children attend 

neighborhood schools: Jack (Vandegrift), Rylan (Four Points Middle School), Caroline and Mary 

Claire (River Place Elementary.) 

 

 

Tim Mattox 
My wife, Chrissy, and I have lived in the neighborhood for about twenty years.  We have four 

children ranging in ages from 10 to 16 years old. We have stayed in the neighborhood because of the 

strong community feel, friendships we have made, and family-oriented culture. I’ve also had the 

opportunity to coach my kids’ soccer, basketball, and lacrosse teams.  This and a lot of school, 

community, and church functions have allowed me to meet numerous parents from different 

backgrounds with a variety of perspectives.  I enjoy hearing these perspectives and trying to balance 

what is best for the River Place HOA as a whole, while trying to address issues impacting a subset of 

our community. 

 

I worked for Dell at an executive level for fourteen years.  I am currently President and COO of 

Upland Software (NASDAQ:  UPLD) and have been there for over five years. I hold a bachelor's and 

master's degree in electrical engineering and computer science from MIT and an MBA from Stanford 

University. 

 

I’m interested in remaining on the HOA board because I believe in being involved in the 

community and giving back.  I believe that I offer a strong community, family-oriented perspective.  I 

also think the ongoing issues that River Place will continue to face with the City of Austin and Travis 

County provide an opportunity to have a positive impact at an important time. 

 

 

Gavin McBryde 
I was born in Austin and lived in Anderson Mill until I was 11.  My family relocated to the 

metroplex, and then I moved back down to Austin in 1999 to attend the University of Texas.  While I 

left again for the metroplex where I attended law school and met my wife, Amrita McBryde, I 

ultimately moved back to Austin in 2007 and have remained here ever since.  My wife and I live at 

4004 Lob Cove and were recently blessed with the birth of our son on March 2, 2019. 

  

I’m interested in serving on the Board because we plan to be in River Place for a very long 

time.  We love the area and the people.  We are also on the younger side and I feel that I could provide 

a valuable insight if allowed to serve on the Board. 

 



 

 

Chuck Reynolds 
Chuck Reynolds is a fifth generation Texan who first came to Austin to attend graduate school 

at the University of Texas.  He went on to be a senior researcher and manager at Dow, Johnson and 

Johnson, and a small biotech, before founding his own biotech consulting company.   He has also held 

a variety of leadership and volunteer roles in multiple non-profit organizations.  

 

Chuck and his wife returned to Austin and joined the River Place community in 2016.  They 

have three sons: a senior digital marketing manager in Nashville, a graduate student at the University of 

Southern California, and a junior at St Edwards.  As a member of the HOA board he will promote fiscal 

responsibility, open communication, and respect for homeowner rights. 

 

 

Jay Snyder 
Jay was born and raised in Pelham, NY and moved to River Place in October of 2010 and has 

been a resident ever since. He graduated from Manhattan College with a Bachelor of Science in 

accounting in 1999.  In his early career he has worked providing audit and Sarbanes Oxley services 

with PricewaterhouseCoopers and Ernst & Young.   

 

After moving to Texas he spent the first 8 years providing audit, tax and political reporting 

services to businesses, not-for profits, campaigns and homeowners associations.  He is currently the 

Chief Financial Officer for the Texas Council of Community Centers (a local non-profit that advocates 

for mental health funding and policy in Texas).   

 

 

Robin Sullivan 
Robin has lived in Austin, Texas for 13 years. She has 25+ years of program management and 

professional leadership experience working in the high tech industry. She enjoys spending time with 

her family and friends, as well as hiking and kayaking with her new puppy, Dixie Pearl.  Robin has two 

daughters. The youngest is a senior at VHS and eldest is a senior at TXST. Robin’s fiancé Scott 

Williams is a native Texan and graduate of A & M and University of Houston.  We are proud to be part 

of the River Place community! 

 

In addition to attending HOA monthly meetings, leading/serving time on HOA sub committees, 

Robin’s goal is to understand and represent the needs/concerns of the residents and work with the HOA 

and LD boards toward solutions and transparent communications reflective of those needs/concerns.   

 

 

David Vogdes 
We are new to River Place but have lived in northwest Austin neighborhoods for the past 25 

years.  Our current home in River Place is our long term "forever" home.  My background is in finance, 

having spent 30 years in financial roles at Motorola, Abbott Laboratories, Dell and Laureate.  At Dell I 

was the CFO of Dell Asia.  At Laureate I was the Vice President of Finance and Administration.  I have 

a BA from Vanderbilt University in economics and an MBA from Northwestern University.  I am now 

self-employed as a real estate investor and realtor.   

 

I do have extensive experience in this area as I am currently the Vice President of our 

condominium Board in Colorado.  This position has given me a great feel for the demands and 

obligations of an HOA Board role.  I find my work on that Board to very rewarding and impactful. My 

flexible schedule provides me the opportunity to donate significant time to HOA matters, if necessary.  

I have a strong passion for the well-being of our community: everything from traffic to parks to events, 

as well as regulations and architecture issues.  If I gain a position on the Board, I will be a highly 

reliable member and willing to work hard for River Place. 
 


